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EUTELSAT 8 West B launch success
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Greater choice for over 52 million TV homes in Middle East and North Africa

30th Eutelsat launched by Arianespace

25th Eutelsat satellite built by Thales Alenia Space

Kourou, Paris, 21 August 2015 – Eutelsat Communications (NYSE Euronext
Paris: ETL) announces that its EUTELSAT 8 West B satellite was successfully
launched into orbit by an Ariane 5 rocket on August 20 at 20.34 UTC (17.34 in
Kourou). Partial deployment of the solar panels of the 5.8 tonne satellite was
completed within four hours of separation. This manoeuvre will be followed
in the coming five days by three firings of the satellite’s apogee motor to
complete the climb to geostationary orbit, as well as full deployment of the
solar panels and the antennas. After a full series of performance tests
EUTELSAT 8 West B will transfer to 7/8° West where it will enter full
commercial service in early October.

Speaking from Kourou, Emmanuel Macron, French Minister for Economic,
Industrial and Digital Affairs, said:"This new success is the finest demonstration
of the excellence of French and European space industry: this is the 38th satellite
to join the fleet of Eutelsat, the French champion and Europe's leading satellite
operator. Built by Thales Alenia Space, it marks a new launch success of an
Ariane 5 rocket from French Guiana."

Also speaking from Kourou, Michel Azibert, Deputy CEO and Chief
Commercial & Development Officer of Eutelsat, said: "The launch of EUTELSAT
8 West B opens a new chapter in the growth story of the leading neighbourhood



in the Middle East and North Africa occupied by Eutelsat and Nilesat satellites.
Through steady investment in high-performance satellites and the fastest growing
audience in the region we have gained the trust of market-leading media groups
and service providers who look to 7/8° West to accelerate their growth.
EUTELSAT 8 West B equips us to meet demand to broadcast more digital and
High Definition content to over 250 million viewers and gives us more coverage
options, enabling broadcasters to target their audience. These features underpin
the 100% success in sales of capacity connected to footprints serving a vast
region stretching from Morocco to the Gulf.”

Michel Azibert added: “As the 30th satellite launched for Eutelsat by Arianespace
and the 25th built by Thales Alenia Space, EUTELSAT 8 West B also further
cements our relationships with leading European space companies. During more
than 30 years of collaboration we have collectively raised the bar of performance
in space and continue to set new standards.”

Hosting Ku-band and C-band payloads

EUTELSAT 8 West B is equipped with 40 physical Ku-band transponders*
designed primarily to serve Direct-to-Home TV markets in North Africa and
the Middle East to increase capacity and in-orbit security at the premium
7/8°West video neighbourhood. It will also introduce a C-band mission, with
10 physical transponders* connected to footprints covering the African
continent and reaching west to South America.

*42 x 36 MHz-equivalent Ku-band transponders and 20 x 36 MHz-equivalent
C-band transponders.

Click here to view the launch: http://www.arianespace.tv/

Click here for photos of the pre-launch campaign & launch: Flickr.

About Eutelsat Communications

Established in 1977, Eutelsat Communications (Euronext Paris: ETL, ISIN
code: FR0010221234) is one of the world's leading and most experienced
operators of communications satellites. The company provides capacity on 37

http://www.arianespace.tv/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eutelsat_communications/


satellites to clients that include broadcasters and broadcasting associations,
pay-TV operators, video, data and Internet service providers, enterprises and
government agencies.

Eutelsat’s satellites provide ubiquitous coverage of Europe, the Middle East,
Africa, Asia-Pacific and the Americas, enabling video, data, broadband and
government communications to be established irrespective of a user’s
location.

Headquartered in Paris, with offices and teleports around the globe, Eutelsat
represents a workforce of 1,000 men and women from 32 countries who are
experts in their fields and work with clients to deliver the highest quality of
service.

For more about Eutelsat please visit www.eutelsat.com
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