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Eutelsat validates MAINDATA’s SFN
Boost for DVB-SIS “Single Illumination
Satellite” compliance

• Seamless integration and Standard-adherence achieved for DVB-
SIS equipment

Paris, France, Bratislava, Slovakia, July 2024

Eutelsat has officially confirmed the interoperability of broadcast solution
provider MAINDATA’s SFN Boost platform, ensuring that it meets the rigorous
standards of the DVB-SIS (Single Illumination Satellite) and functions
harmoniously with other vendor equipment.

https://www.maindatainc.com/sfn-boost/
https://dvb.org/?standard=metadata-generation-and-deterministic-dvb-t-megaframe-dvb-t2-mi-stream-generation-from-mpeg-2-transport-streams-for-a-dvb-single-illumination-system


Since January 2024, Eutelsat has been testing the SFN Boost. These
comprehensive tests have verified the adapter’s proficiency in receiving a
primary DTH parent stream from Eutelsat’s head-end, including DVB-SIS
signalling from a Control Stream Generator (CSG) by a different brand. In
addition, the adapter has proven its capability to generate a T2-MI signal,
essential for DVB-T2 transmitters.

The product’s reliability was confirmed over several months of rigorous
testing, with various T2-MI analyzers and DVB-T2 modulators across SFN and
MFN modes. The SFN Boost Rx adapter consistently met all performance
benchmarks underscoring its stability and robustness.

Ralph Edeine, TV Reception and Video Standardization Manager at Eutelsat
said, “Eutelsat regards the successful interoperability among different
vendors as a landmark achievement, prior to deployment of a new digital TV
industry standard. DVB-SIS equips Eutelsat with a huge advantage for the
distribution of signals to terrestrial TV networks, offering a superior
alternative to traditional methods such as fibre optics or microwave
networks. Additionally, it serves as a reliable and efficient backup, or
redundancy solution, for DTT broadcasters. Since 2023, Eutelsat’s deployment
of DVB-SIS technology has been instrumental in TV signal distribution to
terrestrial DVB-T2 transmitters via DTH satellite, including for the Paris 2024
Summer Olympics Games in France. This technology has supported the
launch of UHD services on France’s terrestrial television network, now



accessible to 70% of the population. The DVB-SIS single illumination concept
ensures that the remaining population can receive the signal via FRANSAT,
the DTH platform of DTT channels, operated by Eutelsat for the French
market, without requiring additional satellite distribution capacity and
offering cost optimization for all the ecosystem partners.”

Dušan Statelov, MAINDATA CEO, added, “I’m grateful to Eutelsat for their
pivotal support in the DVB-SIS V&V testing, both within the DVB group and
as an independent initiative. Eutelsat’s contribution to fostering vendor
compatibility is significant, which ultimately serves the greater good of the
entire industry.

Background:

The partnership between Eutelsat and MAINDATA on DVB-SIS V&V
(Validation & Verification phase) began at DVB World in Brussels, June 2023.
The need for DVB-SIS V&V was emphasized by the MAINDATA CEO Mr Dusan
Statelov during a session at the event. Challenges faced by Eutelsat with
existing DVB-SIS vendors led to a call for action, supported by Mr. Ralph
Edeine of Eutelsat and Mr. David Peilow a DVB CM Chair, to incorporate DVB-
SIS V&V into the DVB plenary meeting agenda. Subsequent analysis by
MAINDATA in the summer of 2023 identified compliance issues with
alternative solutions, prompting enhancements that have now resulted in
successful interoperability across vendors.

Through an extensive two-year R&D project, MAINDATA has innovated its
SFN Boost platform, which merges its proprietary centralized architecture
with a distributed model standardized by DVB-SIS. MAINDATA’s CEO has been
a member of the DVB-SIS standardization group since 2015.
The R&D project was supported by an EU grant, a testament to its innovation,
awarded the Seal-of-Excellence from the European Innovation Council, a
distinction reserved for Europe’s most inventive SMEs.
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About Eutelsat Group

Eutelsat Group is a global leader in satellite communications, delivering
connectivity and broadcast services worldwide. The Group was formed
through the combination of the Company and OneWeb in 2023, becoming the
first fully integrated GEO-LEO satellite operator with a fleet of 35
Geostationary satellites and a Low Earth Orbit (LEO) constellation of more
than 600 satellites. The Group addresses the needs of customers in four key
verticals of Video, where it distributes more than 6,500 television channels,
and the high-growth connectivity markets of Mobile Connectivity, Fixed
Connectivity, and Government Services. Eutelsat Group’s unique suite of in-
orbit assets and ground infrastructure enables it to deliver integrated
solutions to meet the needs of global customers. The Company is
headquartered in Paris and the Eutelsat Group employs more than 1,500
people across more than 50 countries. The Group is committed to delivering
safe, resilient, and environmentally sustainable connectivity to help bridge
the digital divide. The Company is listed on the Euronext Paris Stock
Exchange (ticker: ETL) and the London Stock Exchange (ticker: ETL)

Find out more at www.eutelsat.com
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DISCLAIMER

The forward-looking statements included herein are for illustrative purposes
only and are based on management’s views and assumptions as of the date of
this document. Such forward-looking statements involve known and unknown
risks. For illustrative purposes only, such risks include but are not limited to:
risks related to the health crisis; operational risks related to satellite failures
or impaired satellite performance, or failure to roll out the deployment plan
as planned and within the expected timeframe; risks related to the trend in
the satellite telecommunications market resulting from increased
competition or technological changes affecting the market; risks related to
the international dimension of the Group's customers and activities; risks
related to the adoption of international rules on frequency coordination and
financial risks related, inter alia, to the financial guarantee granted to the
Intergovernmental Organization's closed pension fund, and foreign exchange
risk. Eutelsat Communications expressly disclaims any obligation or
undertaking to update or revise any projections, forecasts or estimates
contained in this document to reflect any change in events, conditions,
assumptions, or circumstances on which any such statements are based,
unless so required by applicable law. The information contained in this
document is not based on historical fact and should not be construed as a
guarantee that the facts or data mentioned will occur. This information is
based on data, assumptions and estimates that the Group considers as
reasonable.
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