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Sport propels growing popularity of Ultra
HD
From 8 to 11 June, the final matches of the Roland-Garros French Open are
being broadcast live and in Ultra HD via FRANSAT, Eutelsat’s free-to-view
platform for French TV homes. This new initiative highlights the Ultra HD
momentum set by sport and the key role satellites are playing in the
emergence of a spectacular viewing format.
Working in partnership with the French Tennis Federation and France
Télévisions, Eutelsat is enabling French viewers equipped for Fransatto

follow the ball as it whizzes across the net at 250 km/h during one of the
four Grand Slam tournaments in the tennis world.
This new broadcast meets consumer expectation to benefit from the finest
image quality, particularly when it comes to sport that is one of the three top
genres driving Ultra HD take-up. Homes able to receive the exceptional
images from the Stade Roland Garros in Paris can select from two image
standards: Ultra HD SDR, or using more advanced equipment, Ultra HD HDR
in Dolby Vision and in Dolby Atmos.

Eutelsat regularly builds partnerships with leading broadcasters to offer
exceptional live broadcasts of major events: Roland Garros with France
Télévisions over recent years, and in 2016, 8 matches of the EURO 2016 with
RAI, Italy’s public broadcaster. RAI is progressively enriching its library of
Ultra HD content broadcasting via Eutelsat’s satellites. Its next event will be
on Tuesday 13 June with a live satellite broadcast of “Stanotte a Venezia”.
Content producers are no longer holding back from the opportunity to offer
highly immersive programmes in Ultra HD to a growing number of viewers
who have invested in new-generation consumer displays. Annual global Ultra
HD screen sales were 66 million in 2016 and are set to rise to 120 million by
2020. The number of Ultra HD homes will rise from 28 million in 2015 to 335
million in the next five years (source : IHS Markit).

2017 year is already one of the most exciting for the development of Ultra
HD, with new milestones achieved and new channels launched. Claudia
Vaccarone, Head of Market Research at Eutelsat, says: “It’s no longer a matter
of whether Ultra HD will become a mainstream service, but when …” The
latest edition of the Video Industry Survey steered by Eutelsat points to
several trends, the first being that 66% of broadcast providers who responded
to the survey already offer Ultra HD or plan to do so over the next five years.
The second trend confirms the predominant role of satellites for broadcasting
Ultra HD content. 42% of channels and service providers favour satellites
over other transmission options thanks to their cost-effectiveness, their
ability to reach the widest possible audience and to deliver a stable, highquality signal.
•

For more on Ultra HD channels broadcasting via Eutelsat

About Eutelsat Communications
Founded in 1977, Eutelsat Communications is one of the world's leading

satellite operators. With a global fleet of satellites and associated ground
infrastructure, Eutelsat enables clients across Video, Data, Government, Fixed
and Mobile Broadband markets to communicate effectively to their
customers, irrespective of their location. Around 7,000 television channels
operated by leading media groups are broadcast by Eutelsat to one billion
viewers equipped for DTH reception or connected to terrestrial networks.
Committed to promoting all facets of sustainable development across its
business activities, Eutelsat leverages its in-orbit resources to help bridge the
digital divide while maintaining a safe and uncluttered space environment. As
an attractive and socially responsible employer, Eutelsat assembles 1,200
men and women from 50 countries who are dedicated to delivering the
highest quality of service.
Eutelsat Communications is listed on the Euronext Paris Stock Exchange
(ticker: ETL).
For more about Eutelsat go to www.eutelsat.com
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