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Sport propels growing popularity of Ultra
HD

From 8 to 11 June, the final matches of the Roland-Garros French Open are
being broadcast live and in Ultra HD via FRANSAT, Eutelsat’s free-to-view
platform for French TV homes. This new initiative highlights the Ultra HD
momentum set by sport and the key role satellites are playing in the
emergence of a spectacular viewing format.

Working in partnership with the French Tennis Federation and France
Télévisions, Eutelsat is enabling French viewers equipped for Fransatto
follow the ball as it whizzes across the net at 250 km/h during one of the
four Grand Slam tournaments in the tennis world.

https://www.fransat.fr/roland-garros-ultra-hd-hdr/


This new broadcast meets consumer expectation to benefit from the finest
image quality, particularly when it comes to sport that is one of the three top
genres driving Ultra HD take-up. Homes able to receive the exceptional
images from the Stade Roland Garros in Paris can select from two image
standards: Ultra HD SDR, or using more advanced equipment, Ultra HD HDR
in Dolby Vision and in Dolby Atmos.

Eutelsat regularly builds partnerships with leading broadcasters to offer
exceptional live broadcasts of major events: Roland Garros with France
Télévisions over recent years, and in 2016, 8 matches of the EURO 2016 with
RAI, Italy’s public broadcaster. RAI is progressively enriching its library of
Ultra HD content broadcasting via Eutelsat’s satellites. Its next event will be
on Tuesday 13 June with a live satellite broadcast of  “Stanotte a Venezia”.

Content producers are no longer holding back from the opportunity to offer
highly immersive programmes in Ultra HD to a growing number of viewers
who have invested in new-generation consumer displays. Annual global Ultra
HD screen sales were 66 million in 2016 and are set to rise to 120 million by
2020. The number of Ultra HD homes will rise from 28 million in 2015 to 335
million in the next five years (source : IHS Markit).

2017 year is already one of the most exciting for the development of Ultra
HD, with new milestones achieved and new channels launched. Claudia
Vaccarone, Head of Market Research at Eutelsat, says: “It’s no longer a matter
of whether Ultra HD will become a mainstream service, but when …” The
latest edition of the Video Industry Survey steered by Eutelsat points to
several trends, the first being that 66% of broadcast providers who responded
to the survey already offer Ultra HD or plan to do so over the next five years.

The second trend confirms the predominant role of satellites for broadcasting
Ultra HD content. 42% of channels and service providers favour satellites
over other transmission options thanks to their cost-effectiveness, their
ability to reach the widest possible audience and to deliver a stable, high-
quality signal.

• For more on Ultra HD channels broadcasting via Eutelsat

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4ek1C924q4&t=24s
http://www.eutelsat.it/eutelsatit/servizi/broadcast--media/stanotte-a-venezia-in-ultra-hd-v.html
http://news.eutelsat.com/blog_posts/eutelsat-video-industry-survey-ultra-hd-focus-57746
http://www.eutelsat.com/fr/services/audiovisuel/ultra-hd/chaines-ultra-hd.html


About Eutelsat Group

Eutelsat Group is a global leader in satellite communications, delivering
connectivity and broadcast services worldwide. The Group was formed
through the combination of the Company and OneWeb in 2023, becoming the
first fully integrated GEO-LEO satellite operator with a fleet of 34
Geostationary satellites and a Low Earth Orbit (LEO) constellation of more
than 600 satellites. The Group addresses the needs of customers in four key
verticals of Video, where it distributes more than 6,500 television channels,
and the high-growth connectivity markets of Mobile Connectivity, Fixed
Connectivity, and Government Services. Eutelsat Group’s unique suite of in-
orbit assets and ground infrastructure enables it to deliver integrated
solutions to meet the needs of global customers. The Company is
headquartered in Paris and the Eutelsat Group employs more than 1,500
people across more than 50 countries. The Group is committed to delivering
safe, resilient, and environmentally sustainable connectivity to help bridge
the digital divide. The Company is listed on the Euronext Paris Stock
Exchange (ticker: ETL) and the London Stock Exchange (ticker: ETL)

Find out more at www.eutelsat.com
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DISCLAIMER

The forward-looking statements included herein are for illustrative purposes
only and are based on management’s views and assumptions as of the date of
this document. Such forward-looking statements involve known and unknown
risks. For illustrative purposes only, such risks include but are not limited to:
risks related to the health crisis; operational risks related to satellite failures
or impaired satellite performance, or failure to roll out the deployment plan
as planned and within the expected timeframe; risks related to the trend in
the satellite telecommunications market resulting from increased
competition or technological changes affecting the market; risks related to
the international dimension of the Group's customers and activities; risks
related to the adoption of international rules on frequency coordination and
financial risks related, inter alia, to the financial guarantee granted to the
Intergovernmental Organization's closed pension fund, and foreign exchange
risk. Eutelsat Communications expressly disclaims any obligation or
undertaking to update or revise any projections, forecasts or estimates
contained in this document to reflect any change in events, conditions,
assumptions, or circumstances on which any such statements are based,
unless so required by applicable law. The information contained in this
document is not based on historical fact and should not be construed as a
guarantee that the facts or data mentioned will occur. This information is
based on data, assumptions and estimates that the Group considers as
reasonable.

mailto:jdarlington@eutelsat.com
mailto:hlaurensberge@eutelsat.com

