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Delivering major sporting events to
screens around the world

The Tour de France is the third most-watched sports event in the world. As
with all major sports events, broadcasters need to deliver to their audiences
rapidly, often from difficult-to-reach environments and for very specific time
periods. 

Eutelsat’s Sales and Reservation Centre and Occasional Use manager,
Christelle Preioni, explains how the team helps deliver tailored coverage of
this and many other events, whether sports, cultural, or news, around the
world.



What is Eutelsat’s involvement in the Tour de France?

Eutelsat’s satellites enable media coverage of the world’s most famous cycle
race to be broadcast, from the thousands of journalists on-site to audiences
around the world. So far, for this year’s race, almost 2000 hours have been
booked on three Eutelsat satellites – EUTELSAT 10A, EUTELSAT 16A and
EUTELSAT 12 West B. This is more than double the number of hours
compared with previous years.

For the first time ever there will be full broadcasting of all 21 stages,
covering more than 3500km, with 105 hours of live coverage produced.
Eutelsat’s satellites will accompany the exceptional means put in place by
the media throughout the event, enabling the 3.5 billion people who watch
the Tour de France annually to follow the most popular sports event in the
world after the Olympic Games and the World Cup.

Two thousand journalists, representing 600 different media outlets, are
working on the Tour de France, including 100 TV channels broadcasting to
190 countries, 300 newspapers and press agencies, 90 photo agencies and 70
radio stations.

How do broadcasters reserve satellite capacity?

Eutelsat’s Sales and Reservation Centre coordinates the sale of satellite
capacity to news agencies, broadcasters, service providers and Satellite News
Gatherers(SNG), from 15 minutes to several weeks, for Standard Definition,
High Definition and soon Ultra HD (UHD) broadcasts.

Based in Paris, our multi-cultural, multi-lingual team speak six languages –
English, French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese and Arabic. They are always
available, extremely reactive and pro-active, and customer-centric, tailoring
seamless solutions exactly to a client’s needs. We also have an online
booking tool for selected clients to check availability and make reservations
in a couple of clicks.

As requirements are evolving, we are increasingly providing complex
services.

Clients rely on us because of the flexibility of our solutions: cost-effective



access to satellite networks, services, and global coverage. We work with
them to advise and define delivery solutions all over the world.

Our OU solutions can also include ground services via our global network of
teleports and PoPs, to facilitate access for clients. 

Why do clients prefer satellite delivery?

Satellite capacity is available anywhere, with no need for a terrestrial
connection. It’s straight-forward to set up and instantly accessible. Clients
book their capacity by phone or online. When it’s time to start broadcasting,
the SNG technician calls our Control Centre to authorise the transmission and
adjust any parameters to optimise the signal. This direct access to our
operations centre minimises any potential delays and ensures a consistently
high quality of service.

Quality is extremely important, particularly for sport and cultural events. The
end-experience for the viewer depends on the quality of the signal, whether
it’s on a smartphone or a cinema screen. Satellite provides a consistent
experience for all audiences across the coverage. There are no second
chances when broadcasting the final sprint up the Champs Elysées on 23 July
23 – the experience has to be perfect for everyone, wherever they are!

So what are the next big events that clients are reserving capacity?

The PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympics in South Korea is very exciting for
us. Our new satellite for Asia-Pacific, EUTELSAT 172B, will be ready for this
event and has flexible features well adapted for Olympic events.

This multi-beam satellite provides comprehensive coverage from Asia to
America. It has a powerful strength beam over South Korea and North East
Asia, enabling content to be uplinked direct from the mountainous Olympic
Sites to the International Broadcast Centre, the home of broadcast operations
for the Games. From there it can be broadcast direct to America via
EUTELSAT 172B and delivered worldwide with our cross-satellite
connectivity and ground infrastructures.

Contact the team to find out more! Tel. +33 1 53 98 47 07 or email
booking@eutelsat.com
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About Eutelsat Group

Eutelsat Group is a global leader in satellite communications, delivering
connectivity and broadcast services worldwide. The Group was formed
through the combination of the Company and OneWeb in 2023, becoming the
first fully integrated GEO-LEO satellite operator with a fleet of 34
Geostationary satellites and a Low Earth Orbit (LEO) constellation of more
than 600 satellites. The Group addresses the needs of customers in four key
verticals of Video, where it distributes more than 6,500 television channels,
and the high-growth connectivity markets of Mobile Connectivity, Fixed
Connectivity, and Government Services. Eutelsat Group’s unique suite of in-
orbit assets and ground infrastructure enables it to deliver integrated
solutions to meet the needs of global customers. The Company is
headquartered in Paris and the Eutelsat Group employs more than 1,500
people across more than 50 countries. The Group is committed to delivering
safe, resilient, and environmentally sustainable connectivity to help bridge
the digital divide. The Company is listed on the Euronext Paris Stock
Exchange (ticker: ETL) and the London Stock Exchange (ticker: ETL)

Find out more at www.eutelsat.com
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DISCLAIMER

The forward-looking statements included herein are for illustrative purposes
only and are based on management’s views and assumptions as of the date of
this document. Such forward-looking statements involve known and unknown
risks. For illustrative purposes only, such risks include but are not limited to:
risks related to the health crisis; operational risks related to satellite failures
or impaired satellite performance, or failure to roll out the deployment plan
as planned and within the expected timeframe; risks related to the trend in
the satellite telecommunications market resulting from increased
competition or technological changes affecting the market; risks related to
the international dimension of the Group's customers and activities; risks
related to the adoption of international rules on frequency coordination and
financial risks related, inter alia, to the financial guarantee granted to the
Intergovernmental Organization's closed pension fund, and foreign exchange
risk. Eutelsat Communications expressly disclaims any obligation or
undertaking to update or revise any projections, forecasts or estimates
contained in this document to reflect any change in events, conditions,
assumptions, or circumstances on which any such statements are based,
unless so required by applicable law. The information contained in this
document is not based on historical fact and should not be construed as a
guarantee that the facts or data mentioned will occur. This information is
based on data, assumptions and estimates that the Group considers as
reasonable.
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